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EccLEs. vii. 16. 


Be not righteous over-much; nei- 
ther make thyſelf over -wiſe : 


Why ſhould thou deſtroy thyſelf? 


e Fa bteoue ober- much? may 
one lay: Is there any 
es Danger of that? Is it e- 
even poſſible? Can we be 
oo good? Or if that 
might be; is there any 
Occaſion, however, of warning againſt 
it in Theſe Times, when the Danger 
is manifeſtly on the other Extreme; 
when all manner of Vice and Wick- 
edneſs abounds to a degree almoſt un- 
heard of? I only anſwer at preſent, 
that to be righteous over-much is itſelt, 
often at leaſt, one Sort of Vice and 
Wickedneſs; and a very bad Sort too: 
I ſay often, at leatt; becauſe ſome- 
times 'tis rather Folly, than Sin; always 
| one or the other; and not ſeldom a 
mixture of Both: And even when 'tis 


B — 


5 


9 


I —— ¶ů¶ ̃²ĩ˙ * ñʒ·⁰ — - 
- a 2 —_— — 2 : J 


28 — 
re 


* 
—— —— 
* G 


——— — 


. K 2 ˙ 2 5ĩ1ͥ wꝛi 
a — 5 Sts 293 _ v 
- 


by * * r 2 8 i 2 
VA Reo. a PF] 
. a, „ 5 — 


2 

Folly only, it has a dangerous Tenden- 
cy, and is of pernicious conſequence: 
And there ſeems to be a great deal of 
it in This Age and Nation. For the 
reſt; theſe Queſtions will be fully an- 
ſwer'd in the Progreſs of my enſuing 
Diſcourſe. 1 only obſerve farther in this 
place, that the Word Dawn in the Ori- 
ginal, which our Verſion renders 4e 
ſiroy thyſelf, may well be tranſlated 


ſlupify, beſot, or infatuate thyſelf. | 
ſhall take in both; and ſhew 


"Us Firſt, What we may reaſonably 
underſtand by being righteous over- 
much, and over-wiſe. © 


II. Secondly, The extreme Weakneſs 
and Folly of it; and its Contrariety to 
found Reaſon, and true Religion. I 
 fhouldeſt thou become ſtupid, and fooliſh? 


II. Thirdly, Its dangerous Tendercy, 
and pernicious Conſequences. Jy 


{bouldeſt thou deſtroy thyſelf ? 
IV. In the fourth and laſt place, | 
ſhall add ſomething by Way of Appli- 
cation. 3 5 


1. Huf 


> #3 
I. Fir 


then, What we may rea- 


| ſonably anderfiand by being righteous 
over-much. It will not a little contri- 
bute towards the clearing of this Mat- 


ter, to lay before you in a Short View 
the various Interpretations which have 
been put upon this Text by learned 
Commentators or Expoſitors: Which I 


ſhall therefore do in the firſt Place; and 


then come to a more cloſe and de- 
terminate State of the Point before us. 
Setting aſide then the Expoſition of 


Thoſe who would have the Words to 


be ſpoken, not in the Perſon of Solo- 
mon himſelf, but in that of a carnal, 
and corrupt Reaſoner, perſuading Men 
to Indifference and Neutrality in Reli- 
gion; as if he ſhould have faid, ſince 
Vertue is expoſed to ſo many Dangers; : 


be not zealous or pertinacious in its 


Canſe, but yield and give way to 


Times and Circumſtances : I fay ſetting 


aſide This, (tho' 'tis certain that the 
Royal Preacher, in ſeveral Paſſages 
of this Book, ſpeaks, by Way of Pro- 


Jopopeaia, not his own Senſe, _ that 


of others, even of Infidels, "und Ene- 


mies to All Religion) and ſuppoſing 
him here, to deliver his own real 


1 honghts ; he means, ſay ſome, not 


Sx. Righte- 
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Righteouſneſs itſelf, but the Appearance 


righteous over-much, who to the Works 


uncommanded Ze; fettions, as they ima- 
gine them to be; tho' in ſo imagin- 


ſuring, and reproving your Neigh- 


by iofifting upon the ſtricteſt Letter 
of the Law, and Severity of Juſtice; 
when, in all Reaſon and Equity, 


[4 ] 


of it, as thus; Do not arrogate to your- 
ſelf more Vertu and Wiſdom than 
you really have. He had been treating 
before, ſay others, concerning the Jaw. 
ful, right, and laudable Ule of worldly 
Goods: and here he guards againſt an 


: Extreme upon that Subject. Do not, out 


of an immodcrate, and miſtaken Sanity, 
utterly reject all Enjoyment of worldly 
Pleaſures, Honours, Riches, Sc. nor 


too much macerate the Body by Watch- 


ings, and Faſting. Again; Be not ſa- 
perſlitious : An over-ſtrain' 2 Piety de- 
generates into Superſtition, Thoſe arc 


preſcribed, and commanded by God add 
Works of Supererogation, extraordinary 


ing they are miſtaken. Others thus; 
Be not too rigid, and ſevere in cen- 


hour for his Faults. . Many take it 
for the utmoſt Rigour of premitice 
Juſtice, to the Excluſion of Equity, 


there is Room for Mercy : Here that 
Do common 


31 


common Saying takes Place; Summum 


jus ſumma injuria, the height of Juſ- 
tice is the height of Injuſtice. Hither 


likewiſe may be reduced the Error 
of thoſe who think it neceſſary to 


go to the very utmoſt in every thing; 
As alſo the Indiſcretion of an over- 
heated Zeal in expoſing ourſelyes to 


Dangers, when there is no Neceſſity, 


nor even _ Occaſion for it. This is 
not only going to the utmoſt, which 


is not always neceſſary; but going to 


far, which is always wrong. 

For in the next Place (that we may 
now come to a more cloſe, and dire& 
State of the Point before us) moſt Ver- 
tues have an Extreme on each Side. 
We may over-do, and be exceſſive, as 


well as under-do, and be defective. 


But to be to good is impoſſible : What 
then is the Meaning of being righteous, 
good, or vertuous over=mnuch 9 IT an- 


ſwer, there is, and can be, no ſuch 


Thing, properly, ſerictly, and literally 


ſpeaking. But the Expreſſion is ow- 


ing to the Imperfection of Language, 
One of the Extremes, viz. That in 
Exceſs, tho' allowed to be a Fault, is 


made (very improperly) to denominate 


the Perſon to whom it belongs exceſ- 


ſroely 


— 
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; ſevely vertuous. Thus Men are ſaid to 

| be charitable, ſob:, merciful, Sc. to 

| a Fault: Which is the fame, in Effect, 

3 as to ſay, they are ſo very weriuous 
that they are vicious. If we make this 

Exceſs to be a Fault, as it certainly is; 
we ſhould not join it with Charity, 
Sobriety, Mercy, Sc. from which it 
deviates; unleſs we would make an un- 
accountable Coalition between Vice and 
Vertue. The Truth of the Matter 
therefore is, as I faid: We want Ji or ds 
to expreſs thoſe Vices by, which are 
the Extremes in Exceſs of thoſe Ver- 
tues juſt now mentioned, and ſeveral 
others: And ſo, when we would com- 
municate our 'Thoughts concerning 
them, for want of a better Way of 

ſpeaking, we ſay ſuch a one is devour, 

_ temperate, Sc. to a Fault. Thus by 
the Scantinets of Language we join to- 
gether two very different, and diſagree- 
ing Ideas: and a very great Deſelt in 
Language it is. Whenever any Ver- 

tue riſes beyond its due Bounds, and 

runs into an Extreme; it loſes its Na- 
ture, and degenerates into Vice: And 
ſince it loſes its Nature, it ought to 
loſe its Name too. Strictly, and pro- 

perly ſpeaking therefore, tis 28 
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ble to be righteous over-much : But # 
the Meaning is, be not exceſſive in any h 
Thing, tho' the Thing itſelf be never þ 
ſo good: For tho' the Thing itſelf be 
good, the Exceſs of it is Evil. Thas 
tor inſtance : Almſ-giving is very ex- 
cellent; but to beſtow ſo much upon 
the Poor, as not to make ſ7fficient Pro- 
_ viſion for one's own Family, is a great 
Sin. Raſhneſs, or Fool-hardineſs is a 
Fault on the exceſſi ve Side of Courage; 
as well as Cowardiſe on the defectiwve. 
To be conſtant and frequent ix Prayer, 
and other religious Exerciſes, is the 
Duty of every Chriſtian ; but that to 
ſteud ſo much Time in thoſe Exerciſes 
as to neglect all other necellary Duties, 
or even any one other neceſſary Duty, if 
is contrary to his Duty, the very 2 
Sound of the Words ſufficiently informs i 


us. Pride is a great Sin; but an ex- 1 
ceſſi ve over-ſirain'd Humility is a Fault | 
too, as well as Folly ; tho' not ſo great — 


a one as the other. The Vice of Iu- 
temperance in Eating, and Drinking, 

15 plain to every Body : On the other 
Extreme, to eat nothing but Bread 
and Herbs, and drink nothing but Va- 
ter, unleſs there be a particular Reaſon 
tor it, is Folly at beſt; therefore wo 

| Vertue: 
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impoſe them ußon others as neceſſary, 


„„ 
Vertue : Tis the Exceſs of Tempe- 
rance, therefore a Fault; tho' not near 
ſo great a one, as the other Extreme, 
Intemperance, It may here be obſerv- 
ed, by the Way, that the two Ex- 
tremes of many Vertues are in the com- 
mon Books of Ethicks wrong mark'd, 
diſtinguiſh'd by Names quite contrary 


to what they ſhould be. Thus (to 


omit ſeveral other Inſtances) to Tem- 


perance, ſay they, is oppos'd in Exceſs 
Intemperance; in Defect, too much 


Abſtinence. Intemperance indeed con- 
ſiſts in one Sort of Exceſs, i. e. The 
Exceſs of Meat and Drink : But ſure 
it is the Defect of Temperance. The 
Exceſs of it is too much Abſtinence. 

But to return. Wholly abſtaining 
from Things indifferent, and innocent 
in themſelves, as forbidden, and un- 
lawful, is a ſignal Inſtance of being 
righteous over-much: And ſo on the 


other hand is making Things indifferent 


to be neceſſary, and matters' of Duty. | 
This leads us to obſerve, that if the 
Exceſles of ſome Vertues be (as they 
are) rather Hollies than Faults, or ra- 
ther Faults than Sins, in the Perſons | 
themſelves who praQtiſe them; yet to 


and 


N 
and to deter others from the contrary, 
ſinſul. Berauſe it is teaching for Doc- 
trines the Commandments of Men, (as 
our Savlour taxes the Phariſees, Mark. 


vii. 7.) adding to the Laws of God; 
and by their own Authority (i. e. none 


one hand, and unlawful on the other, 
which God never made ſo: Beſides 
their obtruding ſome Doctrines, and 


contrary to it. 


In ſhort; to be righteous over-much. 
is to place much Religion (where there 
is really none, but the Contrary) in Ex- 


| traordinaris, in new Inventions, and 
| Itriking out into Bye- paths. Some 
Things of this Nature, I doubt not, 
proceed from a good Deſign; tho", I 


Chriſtian Vertues; particularly go to 
Church even upon ordinary Days, as 


tend Divine Service from the Begin- 
8 ning 


is nnlawful, is greatly and grievouſly 


at all) making that neceſſary on the 


Practices, as taught and commanded 
by the Chriſtian Religion, and as the 
Perfection of it, Which are in truth 


think, not from a good Judgment. For 
inſtance, Let all Men practiſe all 


often as their neceſſary Buſineſs will 
permit them; and upon Sundays, at- 


— —— — — — 
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ning to the End, Morning, and After. 
noon, doing every Thing which our 
Church pretcribes in her publick Of- 


fices; then go home, and employ a 


good Part of the Remainder of the 


Day (for it is not neceſſary they ſhould 


ſo employ it all) in Reading, Medita- 
ting, and Praying, partly in private, 
partly with their Families: Whatever 


religious Exerciſe goes beyond this, 


were, I think, better let alone; I ſay, I 


think: For I do not preſume directly to 


cenſure, much leſs condemn it; but only 
ſpeak my own Opinion. Yet one or 
two Circumſtances more I muſt take 


leave not only to mention, but ſome- 
what more than mention. For Lay- 
men to officiate in reading Prayers to 
any Aſſembly, except their own fami- 


lies, is an Encroachment upon the Ol- 


fice of thoſe who are ordain'd to holy 
Functions; and I fear takes off from 
the Reverence and Reſpe& due to them. 
And for unletter'd Laics to take upon | 
them to expound or interpret the Scrip- 


tures, is neither laudable, nor uſtiſi- 


able; it tends to the Confirmation, not 
the Removal of Ignorance; and lays a 


17 


Temptation in their Way to think more 
| bight j 


F £1 ] 
highly of themſelves, than they ought 


to think. 
Which naturally leads us to that 


other Expreſſion of the Text, neither 


be thou over-wiſe, i. e. (as the wi- 
ſeſt of Men, GJo/omon in another 
Place, and the great Apoſtle St. 


Paul after him, ſpeak) be not wiſe in 
thine own Hes, or in thine own Con- 


ceit, Prov. ili. 7. Rom. xii. 16. or (in 
other words) do not imagine thou art 


wiſer than thou really art. And the 
Connexion between being righteous 


over-much, and being over-wiſe, i. e. 
vain and ſclf-conceited, is very evident 
both from Reaſon, and Experience, 
When once a Perſon has taken it into 


his Fancy that he is more than ordina- 
rily holy, he of courſe imagines that he 
is more than ordinarily wiſe ; for what 
(ys he) is Holineſs, but the trueſt 


Wiſdom? And beſides; one of his 


tranſcendent Advances in Piety muſt 
needs be aſſiſted with extraordinary II- 
luminations to improve his Underſtand- 
ing: And ſo he goes on, miſapplying 
thoſe Words of the Plalmiſt, T have 


more Underſianding than my Teachers 3 


la thy inen are my rc 1 
2 — "wu 
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am wiſer than the aged, becauſe I keep 
thy Commandments. Pſal. cxix. 99, 
100. 

However that be; do we not ſec 
in fact, that theſe righteous over-much 


are likewiſe over-wiſe i. e. wiſe iu 
heir own Conceits Do not ignorant, 
illiterate People preſume to expound the 

Ser iptures ? which can never be done 


as it ſhould be, but by Perſons skill'd 
in Languages, Hiſtory, and Antiquity, 
and ſuch as have made Learning their 


Study, and Profeſſion. Suppoſe ano- 


ther, tho' in holy Orders, yet a raw 
Novice, very lately initiated into them, 


ſhall, upon the Principle of being righ= 


zeous over-much, take upon him, at 


his firſt ſetting out, to execute, as it 
were, the Office of 2 an Apoſtle; to be 


a Teacher, not only of all the Laity, 
in all Parts of the Kingdom, but of the 


Teachers themſelves, he learned Cler- 


y, many of them learned before he was 
orn; to reflect upon, and cenſure them 
as if they did not know their Duty, 
or would not do it, without being in- 
ſtructed, and reprov'd by Him; what 


13 This but an Outrage, upon com- 


mon Decency, and common Senſe; the 
Heigj. \ 


[33 ] 

Height of Preſumption, Confidence, and 
Self-Safficiency; ſo ridiculous as to cre- 
ate the greateſt Laughter, were it not 


ſo deplorable and deteſtable, as to cre- 
ate the greateſt Grief and Abhorrence ? 


Eſpecially ; if vaſt Multitudes are ſo 
ſottiſn, and wicked too, as in a tu- 


multuous manner to run madding after 
him? Surely it is ſhocking, and pro- 


digious, for ſo young a Son of Levi to 
take ſo much upon him, 


Having thus under my Firſt Head 
conſider'd what we may here reaſona- 


bly underſtand by being righteous over- 
much, and over-wiſe ; I proceed now 
to ſhew, under my Second, 


II. The extreme Folly and Meabneſs, 
of it; and its Contrariety both to ſound 
Reaſon and true Religion. This may 
in a good meaſure be collected from what 


has been ſaid already, in ſtating the 


Nature of being righteous over-much. 


For from thence it has appeared, that 


it is an Extreme; that it is Exceſs 5 


that it is a Deviation from Vertue ; 
therefore vicious ; therefore contrary to 


r17ht Reaſon, and true Morality; there- 
fare to the Chriſtian Religion. But I ſhall 
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now more explicitly unfold this Mat. 
ter, by inſtancing in ſome Particulars 
not yet mention'd, and enlarging upon 
others, which haye been only men- 
tion'd, by which the righteous over- 
much would impoſe their extraordina- 


5 Novelties upon us; give a ſhort 
7 (for that will be ſufficient) 


our Arguments againſi them; of 
Theirs in defence of them; and of cur 
Anſwers to them. 


Theſe Doctrines and Practices of 
theirs, I ſay, are fo far from being the 


Perfection of Chriſtianity ; that they 


are repugnant to it, as well as to Rea- 
ſon. Theſe Men tell us, that accord- 


ing to the Spirit and Genius of the 


_ _ Chriſtian Religion, we muſt abſolutely 


renounce all the Poſſeſſions and Enjoy- 
ments of the World, and have nothing 
at all to do with them; © That not 
only the Vices (I ſpeak the Words of 
Cone of theſe Writers) * the Wicked- 


„ neſs, and Vanity of this World, but 


even its moſt lawful and allow'd 


<&, Concerns, render Men unable to en- 


CC 


ter, and unworthy to be recciy'd in- 


36:26 


Mr. Law's Chriſtian Perfection, p. 1. 
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to the true State of Chriſtianity.” 
That +þ © the Wiſdom from above con- 
« demns all Labour, as equally fruit- 
« leſs, but that which labours aſter 
N everlaſting Life.“ So here's an ut- 
ter Condemnation of all Trades, and of 
all Proſeſſions except one, if chat be 
excepted ; of all Buſineſs, and ſecular 
Concerns whatſoever. According to 
the ſame Divinity, 'tis a Sin to be rich; 
a Chriſtian ought not to leave an Eſtate 
behind him, when he dies; but is 
vbliged to fell all he has, and give it 
to the Poor. Going to Law is abſo- 
lately unlawful, even on the defenſive 
Side; fo that if a Man ſues you for 
your "Houſe or Land, without = leaſt 
pretence of Right, you are bound to 
lecede from your Right, and let him 
have it, rather than defend it. That 
no Sort of Gayety or Expenſiveneſs in 
Dreſs is permitted to any Perſons what- 
ſoever: No fort of Recreation or Di- 
verſion; nothing but an uniyerſal Mor- 
tification, and Self-denial: No Plea- 


- ſure, but from Religion only; ſo that 
0 to taſte an agreeable Fruit, or ſmell to 
1 Roſe muſt be anlawfgl: The bodily 
Appetites | 
+P. 73. | 


[ 16 } 
Appetites muſt not be in the leaſt De. 
gree gratify'd, any farther than is ah. 
ſolutely neceſſary to keep Body and 
Soul together, and Mankind ; in Being: 
No Allowances are to be made 2 
Melancholy, Misfortune, or human In- 
firmity: Grief muſt be cur'd only by 
Prayer ; to divert it (as the World 
ſpeaks) by worldly Amuſements, is 
carnal and unchriſtian: No Books mult 
be read, but Books of Piety : Even 
the noble Writings of the ancient 
Greeks and Romans are unfit to be 
perus'd by a Chriſtian; who ought to 
Tenounce human Learning, and know 
ming but Jeſus Chriſt, and Him cru. 
cify'd. Now is it not a ſufficient Con- 
futation of all This, to appeal to com- 
mon Senſe; and then ask every Chriſ- 
tian, Whether what is inconſiſtent with 
That, can be conſiſtent with Chriſtia- 
nity? The Apoſtle, Rom. xil. 1. bids 
us preſent our Bodys to God; but theſe 
Men talk as if we had no Body s at all. 
The true and judicious Profeſſors of our 
Religion ſay of Reaſon and Chriftia- 
nity, what St. Paul ſays of the Lav 
and Faith, Rom. iti. 31. Do we the! 


male i Reaſon thr ough Chriſti- 
| anity ! 


| 3 
anity? God forbid, yea we eſtabliſh Rea- 


ſon. 
But Thoſe who maintain theſe ſtrange 


Doctrines will perhaps alledge, that we 


ſuppoſe the Thing in queſtion: That 


the ſaid Doctrines are contain'd in 
Scripture ; therefore are agreeable to the 


Chriſtian Religion, and conſequently to 
Reaſon, according to our own Ac- 
count. But I anſwer, none of them 


can be proy'd from Scripture, and ſome 


of them are contrary to it, Our 
bleſſed Saviour came eating and drink- 
ing, was preſent at Weddings, and o- 


ther Entertainments; nay, at one of 


them work'd a Miracle to make Wine, 
when it is plain there had been more 
drank than was abſolutely neceſſary for 
the ſupport of Nature; and conſe- 
quently ſomething had been indulg'd 
to Pleaſure, 'and Chearfulneſs. If it 
be a Crime to be rich; how comes 


St. Paul to give Precepts and Com- 
mands to rich Men as ſuch, without 
the leaſt Cenſure, or RefleQion upon 


them for being ſo? Charge them that 


are rich in this World, that they 
le not high-minded, nor truſt i in uncer- 


tain Ric hes, but in the living God, 


=: who 


Toy 
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who iveth us all Things richly to en- 


Joy: | By the way it appears from hence, 
that we may enjoy theſe Things; conſe- 
quently this Sort of Enjoyment is not 


unlawful. ] That they do good, that they 
be rich in good Works, ready to diſtri- 


bute, willing to communicate; laying 


1p in Store for themſelves a good Foun- 
dation againſt the Time to come, that 


they may lay hold on eternal Life : 
1 Tim. vi. 17, 18, 19. Nay this Text 


is a Proof of the contrary : For 
it ſeems a rich Man may be a good 
Man, be rich in good Works, go to 
Heaven, and /ay hold on eternal Life. 


The ſame Apoſtle adviſes Chriſtians, 

even in Times of Perſecution, ſo to 
uſe the World, as not to abuſe it; 1 Cor. 
vii. 31. We may aſe it then: Which 
ſure no-body would do, (it would not 


be worth while) unleſs by zſing it he 


in ſome meaſure enoy'd it, If no Books 


are to be read, but ſacred and divine 


ones, if no Heathen Authors particu- 


larly muſt be perus'd by Chriſtians; 
how happens it, that St. Paul was 


learned in the Wiſdom of the Greeks 
and Romans, (as Moſes was in That 
| of the Fgyprians) ſeveral times quotes 


; 
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the Writirigs of the Greek Poets, and 


| incorporates them into the Body of 
his own? We ought not, they ſay, 
to blame their Do&rines for being 


ſtrict: And we would not, if they 
were true. As the Caſe ſtands ; we do 
not blame them only for being tritt, 
but for being falſe: We are for as 
much Strictneſs as hriſtianity requires; 


which indeed is a great deal; and no 
more need be added: But we will ne- 
ver allow, that a Doctrine muſt be 


eminent Ly Chriſtian „merely becauſe 


tis ritt; when at the ſame time 


we can prove, that it is contrary to 
Chriſtianity, as well as to Reaſon. 
But Texts of Scripture are urg'd to 
prove theſe their Doctrines. Our Sa- 
viour declares, that whoſoever forſales 
not all that he has cannot be his Diſ- 
ciple. And the young rich Man in the 
Goſpel, tho' very well inclin'd, could 
not be a Chriſtian ; becauſe he would 
not ſell his Eſtate, and give it to the 
Poor, But beſides that forſaking all 
may very well mean no more, than 
being ready to do ſo, whenever | the 
Diſcharge of our Duty ſhall require it, 
(and T his what Chriſtian denies?) 
nt M$: — 


 hazarding the Loſs of his temporal 
Goods, and eyen of his Life? But is 


| arink, or Wear: But the Words 1 In the 


 werlaſting Life, + i. e. according to 
the Hebrew Idiom, perpetually made 


ſaid of that other alledg'd Text, || Lay 


+ 28 
will any one ſay, that the Caſe is the 
Ame with Chriſtians in all Ages, as it 
was in the Days of Chriſt, and his Apo- 
ſtles? Is not the Caſe quite alter'd? 
Every- body knows, that in thoſe 
Times, it was almoſt impoſſible for 
a Man to adhere to Chriſt, without 


it ſo now? Our Saviour, it is further 
alledg'd, commands his Diſciples to 
take no thought, what they ſhould eat, 


Original 4 preqerits, & be not anxious, 
ſollicitous, or diſtracted, are far from 
excluding all Care, or Concern about 
theſe Things. In another Place, it is 
argued, he has theſe Words ; Labour 


not for the Meat that periſheth, but 


for that Meat which endureth unto e- 


uſe of by the Writers of the New Teſ- 


tament, not ſo much for the one as 
for the other. And the fame may be 


not up for Jour ſel ves Treaſures on 
Earth. 


Mattb. vi; 2%. +7 oh. vi. 27. 
| Matith. Vi. 19, 29 85 


E 

Earth, but Treaſures in Heaven ; i, e. 
be infinitely more careful for the latter, 
than the former. Thoſe Expreſſions of 
our bleſſed Lord, Matth. v. turning 
one Cheek, when the other is ſmitten ; 
giving the Cloak, when the Coat 1s de- 
manded, &c. ſeeming to forbid all re- 
pelling of Force and Violence, parti- 
cularly Law-ſuits, are only prover- 
bial and hyperbolical Phraſes, prohi- 
biting Revenge, and a litigious Tem- 
per; commanding a patient Enduring 
of Injuries, in leſſer Matters, or when 
they are in any degree tolerable, ac- 
cording to the Dictates of ſober Rea- 
ſon, Prudence, and Equity. In the 
| ſame Chapter, he ſeems at firſt View 
to forbid all Manner of Swearing * 
but the Context reſtraining it to com- 
mon Converſation, would any one in- 
terpret it literally? Eſpecially ſince in 
other Places of Scripture ſome ſwear- 
ing is commanded; and the Apoſtles, 
the Angels, and God himſelf recom- 

mend it by their Examples? It is well 
known what wild Work we muſt 
make with the Scriptures, and indeed 
with all other Writings of any Depth 
and Difficulty ; if we take 0 JG 
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and Expreſſon in its firſt, literal, and 
moſt rigorous Sigmfication, without at- 
tending to the main Drift and Scope 
of the Writer, and explaining what 
is obſcure by what is caſy and obyi- 
ous. I only hint at theſe their Rea- 
ſonings from Scripture, to give a Spe- 


cimen or Sample of them; not pre- 


tending to anſwer their Arguments at 
large; which indeed it is not worth 


While to do, they being not conſi- 
derable enough to be formally and 


profeſſedly refuted. 
The Truth is, all their Arguments 


both from Reaſon and Scripture are (as 
all Arguments ever muſt be that are 
contrary to Common Senſe) entirely fal- 
lacious, and inconcluſive; confound- 


ing very diſtin& Ideas with one ano- 


ther; as the Abuſe of a Thing with 


the Uſe of it; chiefly with only; dau- 
gerous with unlawful, &c. In the 


Courſe of their Reaſonings one Thing 


is miſtaken for another. As, when it 
is propos'd to be prov'd, that it is 


unlawful to take Pleaſure in any of 
this World's Goods; the Arguments 
prove no more than the Unlawfulneſs 
cf Luxury, which ne-body denics. 


They 


[ 28 } 
They are likewiſe (as is uſual upon 
theſe Occaſions) inconſiſtent with them= 
ſelves, and run into manifeſt Self-con- 
traditions. Thus one of theſe Wri- 
ters, as I ſaid, poſitively aſſerts, that 
all Chriſtians, in all Ages, are obli- 
ged to ſell all they have, and give it to 
the Poor. But being aware, I ſuppoſe, 
of ſome Objections (as it would be 
ſtrange indeed if he ſhould not) he 
elſewhere ſays, that * © He ſufficient- 
« ly ſelleth all, who parteth with the 
« Self-enjoyment of it, and maketh it 
« the Support of thoſe that want it.” 
| To paſs by that odd Expreſſion Self- 
| enjoyment of it; it ſeems then at laſt 
by ſelling all is meant, not ſelling all; 
but not enjoying any Thing, and ſup- 
porting the Poor, Tho' this is a won- 
derful Way of explaining one's ſelf; 
deny even this: And how is it proy'd 
that we muſt enjoy none of theſe 
Things? Why, by no Arguments, but 
lach as conclude only againſt Luxury, 


{nl Covctouſneſs ; as I obſery'd be- 
vIe. | 5 : 


Many 


* Law of Chriſtian Perfection, P. 115. 
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Many Things indeed are intermixed 
with theſe ſingular Doctrines, which 
are true, and of great Importance. This 
World is certainly very vain, and a 
mere nothing in compariſon of the 
World to come: It is as certainly our 
Duty to live above it, to be heavenly. 
minded, and to ſet our Affections upon 
things aboye, more than upon things 
on Earth. But does it from hence 
follow, that we muſt have nothing to 
do with the World, but, literally ſpeak- 
ing, live in it, as if we were not in it? 
Queſtionleſs, Self-denyal, Mortificati- 
on, and taking up our Croſs, is neceſ- 
ſary; and we ſhall be ſure to have 
Opportunities enough for it, by rc- 
ſiſting our vicious Appetites, and pa- 
tiently ſuffering Afffictions. 1 grant 
too, that ſome voluntary Suffering in- 
flicted upon ourſelyes, as Faſting, Ge. 
is ordinarily very requiſite; and in 
ſome Caſes little leſs than neceſlary. 
But why muſt we allow ourſelves no 
Pleaſure in worldly Things? Is there 
no ſuch Thing as innocent Diverſion” 
Or will any body in his Wits ſay 10; 
We ſhould uſe our Fleſh, as a goo 
King would his Subjects, or a $00 
a | Maſter 


L 25 ] 
Maſter his Servants; that is, keep it 
in due Subjection, not pamper it into 
Rebellion, or Diſobedience; yet not 
be unneceſſarily cruel to it, nor tor- 
ment it for the ſake of totmenting 
it. We muſt, it is no leſs true, re- 
nounce the Pomps and Vanities of 
the World: But how? So as not to 
follow, or be led by them; as our 


Church ſpeaks; that is, not be enſlay'd 


by them, or immoderately given up 
to them. But ſurely ſome Chriſtians not 
only may, but muſt, admit of Pomps; 
otherwiſe, what would become of So- 
vercignty, and Magiſtracy ? And all 
Chriſtians muſt have to do with ſome 
Vanities; or elle they muſt needs go 
out of the World indeed; for the World 
itſelf is all over Yarity. I grant too, 
that many who are thought good 
Chriſtians are not (it is to be feared) 
truly ſuch: This I not only grant, 
but inſiſt upon, But why muſt fo 
much Falſhood be built upon ſo much 
Truth? Why muſt we be ftrain'd up 
to ſach a Pitch of Strictneſs, as is not 
only not requir'd by Chriſtianity, but 
Ono OOO, .d 888 
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III. I proceed now, in the Third 
Place, to ſhew the dangerous Tenden- 


cy, and pernicious woe an of be- 


ing righteous over-much, and over- 


wiſe. Why ſhouldeſt thou defiroy thy- 
ſelf? Here we muſt premiſe, that as 
there are ſeveral Sorts, and Degrees of 
being righteous over-much; they are 


not all equally vicious, nor equally 


dangerous, and deſtrud ive. In Some, 


it proceeds rather from Folly, and 
Weakneſs of Judgment, than from 
any more malignant Principle. In 
Some, it is attended with Pride, and 


Self-conceit ; In Others not. In Some, 


'tis well-meaning Weakneſs ; in Others 


ill- meaning Hypocriſy : But in All, 


tis wrong and vicious; tho' not e- 


qually fo. I ſay, vicious, as well as 
wrong, even in the beſt of them, 


For neither Weakneſs of Judgment, 
nor even a good Intention in the Per- 
ſon, can poſſibly alter the Nature of 
the Thing. All Deviations from Ver- 


tue are, and muſt be, in themſelves 


vicious; and the Tendency of them 
dangerous more, or leſs; whatever be 


the Principle of them; or with what- 
ever other accidental Circumſtances 


they 


[ 27 ] 
they are attended. This being pre- 
mis'd, I proceed. 3 
Theſe Extraordinarys, and Exceſſes, 

do infinite Miſchief to Religion, and 
the Souls of Men. The other Extreme 
indeed is ſo far more pernicious, as it 
is more common: But ſtill This is 
pernicious too: And becauſe it is 
not ſo much obſerv'd, or apprehended, 
as the other, it is upon that account, 

as well as others, carefully to be 
- guarded againſt, It dejects and per- 
plexes Perſons truly and fincerely re- 
ligions, making them think they do 
not their Duty, when they really do: 
On the other Hand, it hardens the 
wicked, and profane; making them 
explode the Chriſtian Religion, as be- 
ing impracticable, and by conſequence 
Irrational: Of which more preſently. 
Thele righteous over-much therefore 
and over-wiſe give great occaſion to 
the Enemies of the Lord to blaſpheme : 
They bring up an evil Report upon 
the true genuine Chriſtianity; as the 
Spies from the Camp of the Jſrae— 
lites did upon the good Land they 
were ſent to ſearch: Only with this 
Difference; They had ſeen, and were 
TT E 2 acquainted 
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acquainted with the good Land which 
they miſrepreſented, and traduced ; 
whereas Theſe are not acquainted with 
the true Spirit, and Genius of Chriſti- 
anity. They even give Countenance 
and Encouragement (however unde- 


ſignedly) to Thoſe who are vicious 


in the other Extreme, to the Leud, 


and Debauch'd, the Irreligious, and 


Profane. So far are we from acting 
imprudently, or improperly, while we 
ſhew the Danger of this Extreme, at a 


Time when we ſee, and acknowledge 
that the other is ſo prevailing: Tho! 
let it be remember'd, by the way, 
that this, of which we are diſcour- 


ſing, is more than ordinarily preyail- 


ing too: And I fay it gives Encon- 


ragement even to Thoſe of the con- 


trary Extreme, For when they ſee 


the higheſt Profeſſors of Religion teach- 


ng ſuch abſurd Doctrines, and ſecond- 


ing them with ſuch abfard Practices; 


* flatter themſelves (tho' indeed 


ery fooliſhly) that Religion itſelf is 
an abſurd Thing, and that there is 


no Truth, or ry Reaſoh in it: And 


o are harden'd, and conſirmed in 


their Libertiniſm, and diſſo! ute C curtc 
0¹ 
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of Living, in their Profaneneſs, anq 
Infidelity. hy therefore ſbouldſi thou 


deſtroy thyſelf, Thou righteous over- 


much, by deſtroying others, in caſt» 


ing ſo much Scandal, and Reproach 


upon Religion? 


But to come more cloſely and direct- 
ly, to the Perſons themſel ves. Seeft thou 
Man wiſe in bis own Conceit ? There 
is more hope of a Fool, than of him, 


ſays the wiſeſt of Men, the Author 
of my Text, in another Place, Prov. 
xxvi. 12. And we ſee that to be 
wiſe in one's 0wn conceit, and righ- 
feous over-much are here join'd to- 


gether, Alas! Generally ſpeaking. 
great Part of our Lives is ſpent, 


before we afe wiſe enough to per- 
ceive that we arc Fools; before we 
know enough to be ſenſible of our 
Ignorance. For the more we truly 


know, the more ſenſible we are how 


little we know: The Knowledge e- 
ven of the moſt Learned being in- 
finitely exceeded by their Ignorance : 


But then they 45 
which perhaps Ft 


s always modeſt, difident, and hum- 


ow That Ignorance h 
he beſt Part of their 
Knowledge. True Wiſdom therefore 
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ble: But real Tenorance is apt to be 
confident, pragmatical, and preſump. 
tuous. *Tis for this Reaſon that Thoſe 
who run into the Follys of which we 
are ſpeaking, are for the moſt Part 
young People; who are prone to be 


forward, and aſſuming: Whereas a 


conſiderable Portion of our Lives is 
ſpent, before we come to any matu- 
rity of Judgment; for to That 
Experience very much contributes, 
Theſe more eſpecially are apt to be 
over-wiſe, or wiſe in their own 
conceits: And what the wiſeſt of 
Men ſays of ſuch we have juſt now 
heard. To which Reflection of His 


in That Place, we may add his A4. 


vice in another; partly cited before. 
Be not wiſe in thine own Hes: Fear | 
the Lord, and depart from #- 
vil. Prov. iii. 7. Plainly intimating 
that thoſe who are wiſe in their gun 


conceit, or over-wiſe, which is here | 


Join'd with being r1ghteous over-much, 
have not the true Fear of God, and 
do not depart from Evil; however 
they may imagine themſelves to be 
more wiſe, and righteous, than others. 
To which we may add That of the 


ſame} 


11 


ſame inſpired Writer in another Place, 
Pride goeth before Deſtruction. Prov. 
xvi. 18. 

But perhaps it will be ſaid, that 
Thoſe, of whom we are ſpeaking, are 
ſo far from being proud, that they are 
the pooreſt in Spirit, the meekeſt, 
the moſt humble, and mortify'd of 
Mankind. But there is a mighty dif- 
ſerence between Appearance and Re- 
ality : There is often the deepeſt Pride, 
where there is no high, or lofty 
Look; and the Height of Confidence 
and Self- ſufficiency, under the Guiſe 
and Semblance of the greateſt Mo- 
deſty. But how then ſhall we di- 
linguiſo; ſince we know not the 
Hearts of Men? I anſwer, We cer- 
tuinly ought to judge charitably ; 
and believe every Man to be what 
he ſcems, if he ſeems to be good; 


of the contrary. By their Fruits 
therefore ye ſhall know them; as our 
Nyiour ſpcaks of Thoſe who come 
n Sheep's Cloathing, but inwardly 
re ravening Wolves. Matth. vii. 
„ 16. A Phariſaical Oſtentation, 
ad outward Show of Piety, Pray- 
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unleſs we have Proof and Evidence 
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ing, or Singing Pſalms in the Corners 


of Pride, and That the worſt ſort of 
it, Spiritual Pride. Again; He is 
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judge as favourably and ſoftly a 


leſs pernicious to others, whatcv*i 
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of the Streets, to be ſeen of Men, 
(Matth. vi. 5.) is one undoubted Sign 


proud, who exerciſes himſelf in great 
Matters which are too bigh for him, 
Pſal. cxxxi. 1. who pretends to be 
more than ordinarily knowing in things 
which he knows nothing of; who 
peremptorily cenſures his Betters, and 
takes upon him to teach his Teach- 
ers. All which (to omit many other 
Inftances) is contrary to the Spirit 
and Genius of the Goſpel, to thc 
Modeſty and Humility of the Chr:- 
ſtian Religion. Theſe, and ſuch like, 
Symptoms are certain Indications of 
Pride, and That the worſt Sort of 
it. Or if not Pride (for I deſire to 


poſhble) *tis a Folly that approach 
Cs very near to Madneſs; and the 
Conſequences of it are never fit 


is to be ſaid of the Perſons them 
ſelves. mW 


11 
* 
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But ſuppoſing this diſeaſe to be of che 
worſt fort, it is one of the moſt dange- 
rous that can be imagined; perhaps the 
moſt dangerous of any. For beſides the 


conſideration of Pride, ſpiritual Pride, ; 


already taken Notice of; what is it but 
calling Evil Good, and Good Evil; put- 


| ting Darkneſs fir Light, and Light for 


Darkneſs ; putting Bitter for Sweet, and 
Sweet for Bitter? Ia. v. 20. Exceſſes 
and Extremes, which are always Yes, 
being extolled and recommended as the 
Perfection of Virtue? But the moſt 
dangerous Circumſtance is this; that 
ſuch perſons are of all the moſt dif- 


f cult to be reclaimed from their Errors 


and Vices. Others, tho very bad Men, 
and difficult enough to be reformed, are 
ſenſible however that they are bad Men; 
but wich theſe tis quite the reverſe: In 
their own Imagination their Errors are 
the Height of Wiſdom, and their Sins 
and Vices the moſt perfect Vertues. 
They think themſelves the greateſt Saints; 
when in truth, and for that very Rea- 
| ſon, the grand Enemy (as it is to be 
feared) has the faſteſt hold of them; 
they are under ſtrong Deluſion, in the Gall 
of Bitterneſs, and in the Bond of Ini- 
quity. They may indeed (and God grant 
they may) be convinced, and forſake the 
| =: Error 
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at leaſt to be in one Extreme, or other, 


dy; but here Vice has the Appearance, 


cqeſive Abſtinence may. 
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rality, the main Bulk of the People, are 


(anorber Weaknels of human Nature) 
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Error of their Ways; nay, by his Grace 
they certainly will; if laying aſide Pre- 
judice, they liſten to the fober Dictates 
of right Reaſon, and ſound Religion. 
Farther; as to be thus righteous over- 

much is in itſelf very dangerous and per- 
nicious ; ſo there is great danger of Peo- 
ple's falling into it. Tho' the other Ex- 
treme be more common 3 yet this (as I 
hinted before) is common likewiſe. To 
run from one Extreme to another, or 


is the weak Side of human Nature. 
And this on the exceſſive part is the 
more fallacious of the two : becauſe the 
other is plain and obvious to every bo- 


and even the Name of Vertue ; which 
there it has not. Drunkenneſs, or any 
other Intemperance, for Example, can 
never pals for a Vertue; but foohſh ex- 


Then for the ſpreading, propagating, 
and diffuſing of theſe e no- 
vel Doctrines and Practices; there is 
great Danger of that alſo. The Gene- 


injudicious, and eaſy to be impoſed up- 
on. They are wonderfully ſtruck with 
every Thing that is new and unuſual, 


never 


Fo 


1 
never conſidering, that Truth is the old- 
eſt Thing in the World; and that in 
Religion and Morality whatever is 


really new, is certainly falſe, To gratify 


their itch of Curioſity, they run in Mul- 
titudes after theſe extra- regular Noveliſts; 
not thinking of the Danger they incur by 


ſeo doing. In Truth, there is ſcarce any 


Thing, among all the Phenomena, or 


| Appearances of Nature, more aſtoniſh- 


ing and unaccountable. than popular 
Error and Delufion ; one Fool (as the com- 
mon Saying is) making many. Much in- 
deed might be ſaid in the ſpeculative 
Way, to give ſome Account of it : But 
I have not Time, nor is it my Buſineſs 


at preſent; it being rather Matter of 
Philoſophy, than Divinity ; of Curioſi- 


ty, than Edification. Thus much only 


in general: It proceeds from great Weak- 


nels, and want of Judgment; from the 


univerſal Depravation and Corruption of 


human Nature, by the Fall of Man; 
as does all Folly, Error, Sin, and Miſe- 
ry: Burt then let it be ever remember'd, 


that God has provided, and put into 


our Hands, a Remedy for all this; that 


which if we do not make uſe of, it is 
our own Fault, and we mult ſeverely 


_ anſwer for it at the Day of Judgment. 


„ Add 


is right Reaſon and holy Scripture : 
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Add to this, that the great Enemy of 
Souls adapts his Temptations to all ſores 
of Tempers and Diſpoſitions. Thoſe who 
are inclined to be profane and debauch'd, 
we need not ſay how eaſily he prevails 
upon. But as for thoſe who are diſ- 


poſed to be good and virtuous; if he 


cannot prevail with them to be vicious, 
wmmonly ſo call d, he labours to make 
them over-virtuous, that is, Vicious, tho 
not commonly ſo called: And ſo involves 
them in the Dangers and Miſchiefs of 
which we are ſpeaking. 

Some more of which, not yet taken 
Notice of, are theſe following. The 


two great Hindrances of Salvation are 


Preſumption in the one Extreme, and 


Deſperation in the other. Now this 
over-much Righteouſneſs, or Righteouſneſs 
falſely fo called, is apt to produce both 
theſe; Preſumption in ſome, Deſpair in 


others. For a Man to conceit himſelf 
tranſcendently virtuous and holy, when 
he is not ſo at all; to think himſelf cer- 


tain of Salvation, when he is in great 
Danger of Damnation, is manifeſtly the 


higheſt Preſumption imaginable. Ano- 


ther, on the contrary, being perſuaded | 
that it is his Duty to do thoſe extraor- 


dinary Works above ſpecified, with many 


ſuchh like; and finding that he neither | 


E does, 


+.4 a 

does, nor 1s able to do them, is tempted 
to deſpair of his Salvation, as ſome of 
late, we are told, have actually done. 
They have been made ſtark mad, and 
received into Bedlam, as ſuch. And 
was the Religion of Jeſus Chriſt, that 
reaſonable Service *, as St. Paul ſtyles it, 
intended to make People mad? Is this 
for the Honour of Chriſtianity ? Others, 
we are told, by immoderate Abſtinence, 
have ſtarv'd themſelves to Death. To 
theſe the Words of my Text are appli- 
cable in the ſtricteſt Senſe, Be not rigb- 
teous over-much; why ſboulaſt thou DE- 
STROY THYSELF? 

The Miſchiefs done of late,“ and in 
ſo ſhort a Time, by ſuch Doctrines and 
Teachers, are ſufficiently known to the 
| World, They have ſet the neareſt and 
deareſt Relations at variance; diſturb'd 
the Quiet of Families; nay, thrown 
whole Neighbourhoods and Pariſhes in- 
to Confuſion. 5 

The Church itſelf, as a regular, well- 
order d Society, is by theſe irregular up- 
ſtart Societies, even by the beſt of them, 
and much more by the worſt, greatly 
weaken'd and impair'd. By theſe Ex- 
traordinaries they take off from the Re- 


Rom. m. 1. 
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verence due to the ordinary ſtanding 
Rules and Laws of the Church, For 
tho' they do. conſtantly attend divine 
Service, as preſcribed inthe publick Of- 
fices ; yer L appeal to all diſcerning and 
judicious Perſons, whether, in the Nature 
of Things, they are not likely to ſer a 
| Hanes Value upon their own particular 


Meetings and Exerciſes, ſet up purely by 


their own Fancies, and commanded by 
no Authority of God, or Man. To be 


plain; If what I am inform'd of theſe 


Meetings be true, they are Schiſmatical, 
in their Tendency at leaſt, tho' not ſo 
delign'd : For there may be a Schiſm in 
the Church, as well as a Schiſm from 


it. If it be true, that they conſiſt of 
conſiderable Numbers, that they have 


Prayers (ſome too extemporary ones) 
and Preaching, or ſomething like it; 1 
do not fee how they can be deem'd Le- 
gal Aſſemblies. The publick Meetings 


of Proteſtant Diſſenters from the Church 


are tolerated by Law, and licens'd by 
Authority; but I never heard that thele 
are either: if they ſhould be, 1 doubt 
there would be more Danger 70 the 


Church from a kind of Half-Diſſenters 
in it, than from thoſe who are total 
Diſſenters from it. Now that the weak- | 
ening of our pure, primitive, Apoſtoli- 


cal | 
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cal Church, as a Society, muſt needs 
weaken the inward Power of Godlineſs, 
is evident; becauſe the Ordinances of 
the Church are the Outworks and For- 
tifications of inward Chriſtian Piety and 
Vertue. . 
But there is one Miſcbief of being 
righteous over- much, which I have re- 
ſerved for the laſt, to be more largely 
and particularly conſidered : Which is 
this, that it Zerds at leaſt to that baneful 
Plague ENTHUSIASM. It is itſelf ſome- 
what Enthujiaſtical at beſt; and trends, 
as ſaid, to downright Enthuſiaſm. I do 
| not ſay, that all R:ghteous over-much are 
Enthufiaſts; but I do ſay, that in all 
Ages Enthufiaſts have been righteous over- 
nuch; they began with the /a/t-mention'd, 
and ended with the other. And is it not 
fo in theſe Times? To what a Height 
of Fanatic Madneſs in Doctrine, as well 
as Practice, are ſome advanced, who ſet 
out at firſt with an Appearance of more 
than ordinary Sanctity in Practice only? 
By Entbuſiaſin is meant a Perſon's ha- 
ving a ſtrong, but falſe Perſuaſion, that 
he is divinely inſpired; or at leaſt, that 
he has tbe Spirit of God ſome way or 
other ; and This made known to him in 
a particular and extraordinary Manner. 
Whether our modern Righteous aaa 1 'l 
1 | 
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do as yet pretend to a Spirit of Prophecy, 
I cannot ſay: I hear, however, they talk 
of Dreams, Viſions, and Revelations, Be 
that as it will, we now ſee their Actions: 

and I argue thus. Either they think 
themſelves inſpired, or they do not. If 
they do, they are Enthuſiaſts ; becauſe 
that Perſuaſion of their being inſpired 
is ſupported by 20 Evidence, and con- 
ſequently falſe: For to thoſe who were 
really inſpired by God, of old, He al- 
ways gave Evidence, and Proof that they 
were ſo; and always muſt ; becauſe 
otherwiſe the Inſpiration is of no Uſe, 
If they do not, they are mad another way; 
ſuppoſing themſelves, without extraor- 
dinary Aſſiſtance from God, to be ca- 
pable of performing Things, which, 
without ſuch Aſſiſtance, tis impoſſible 
they ſhould perform: That Perſons 
wholly unlearned, for Inſtance, or vety 
little learned, whether Laic or Eccle- 
ſiaſtic, ſhould by their own mere Abili- 
ties interpret, or expound difficult Places 
of Scripture, which cannot be done, 
without very great Learning. Take it 
which way you will, they are either 
mad in Enthufiaſm, or mad in Ignorance, 
Pride, and Confidence: Pride and Confi- 
dence, ſhocking and prodigious, not only 
in a Chriſtian, but in a Human a 
= But 
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But to return to certain Enthuſiaſm; 
Since thoſe of whom we are ſpeaking 
pretend, if not to direct divine Revela- 
tion, and Prophecy, yet to ſome extraor- 
dinary Motions, and Impulſes of the Spirit: 
1 aſk them, What Proof have they of 
ſuch Motions or Impulſes? Why, they 
ſay, they have the /tronge/t Perſuaſion of 
them. And I ſay, there is ſtrong Delu- 
fon, as well as ſtrong Perſuaſion ; and the 
latter is moſt certainly the former, if 
there be no Evidence to prove it other- 


ſe wiſe, O! but they are ſure of it; they 
ſe, fee it; they fee! it: And do we want 
fs Reaſons and Arguments to convince us, 
r- that the Sun ſhines at Noon- day? or 
ca- that we feel any outward Impreſſions 
ch, made upon our Bodies? I anſwer ; This 
ble is arguing from a mere Metaphor ; which 
ons was never yet allowed to be good Ar- 
pl guing. Do they then ſee the Light of 
cle- 


le the Spirit within them, in as ſtrict, pro- 
bill- per, and literal a Senſe, as we ſee the 
aces Light of the Sun? Or feel his Impulſes 

one, juſt in the ſame manner as by natural Sen- 
* ſation we feel Pleaſure, or Pain, or any 
cher other Impreſſions made upon our Bo- 


wk dys? If they reply they do, tis perfett 
Oln 5 


only 
ture. 


But 


falſe; and thoſe, who falk at this Rate, 
are not fit to be fal d with at all. II 
5 EF” 


Phrenzy : All the World knows it to be 
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they ſay they do not, we are come back 
to the ftrong certain Perſuaſion a foreſaid. 
For nothing elſe is meant by this Seeing, 
and this Feeling : And to that Perſuaſion 
we have ſpoken already. In ſhort, their 
Argument ſtands Thus: Ir is fo, BEcausx 
it is ſo; and they are ſure, BECAust 
they are ſure: And what an Argument 
that is, let any ane in his Senſes 
judge. 4 Ogg . 
However, ſure they are, it ſeems: At 
ſuch a Place and Time exactly, they felt 


the Spirit ruſh upon them; and ſo can 


give a ready Anſwer to that old Fanatic 
Queſtion: When and where, at what 
Place, at what Time, on what Day of 


the Month, at what Hour of the Day, 


did the Spirit come pouring upon you 
with irreſiſtible Force, and ſeize you as 


his own? This, I fay, is nothing but 


a Revival of the old Fanaticiſm in the 
laſt Century ; when all manner of Mad- 
neſs was practis'd, and all manner of 
Villainy committed in the Name of the 


Lord, as thoſe profane Hypocrites, or 


Enthuſiaſts, or both, at that time ex- 
preſs'd themſelves. But what do they 


mean by having the Spirit? Being born 
again of him, or, in other Words, be- 


ing regenerate? If ſo; I aſk, have we 


not the new Birth, and, in this Senſe, 


. the 
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the Spirit; if we have a ſtedfaſt Faith 
in God and Jeſus Chriſt, a Faith lively, 
and productive of Good Works; if we 
heartily repent of all our Sins, and ef- 
fectually reform them; if our Conſci- 
ences, in the main, condemn us not, 


but acquit and applaud us? They an- 


ſwer, it ſeems, that all this is nothing A 
unleſs we ſee, feel, or hear ſomething 
within us. Being aſk'd what that Jome- 
thing is, they reply; They only percerve 
it, but cannot explain it. This now (if 
any thing more be meant by it, as they 
plainly do mean ſomething more, tho? 
they know not what, than a good Con- 


ſcience, and the Comforts of the Holy 
Ghoſt conſequent upon it, which who 


denies ?) is downright Enthuſiaſm and 
Phrenzy in Religion. Tis dethroning 
the higher Power of the Soul, Judg- 
ment ; and ſetting up the lower Faculty, 
Fancy, or Imagination, in its room. 
And when that grand Deceiver, the De- 
vil, has the Scene of Fancy or Imagina- 


lion left clear to himſelf, to act his Illu- 


ſions and Impoſtures upon; it is eaſy to 


judge what dreadful Conſequences are like 


to follow. That there is ſuch a thing 
as the Operation and Influence of the 
Holy Spirit upon our Souls (for what 
elle is God's Grace, without which we 
— = = can 
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can do no good thing?) tho' we cannot 
diſtinguiſh it from the Operations of our 
own Minds, is not only granted, but in- 
ſiſted upon, by all ſincere and judicious 
Chriſtians. But what Reaſon, what 
Scripture, is there for this inward Seeing, 
Hella, and Hearing? Read, by all 
means (I earneſtly recommend it) the 
| excellent Biſhop Bull's incomparable Diſ- 
1 | courſe Concerning the Spirit of God in 
[ the Faithful ; how and in what manner it 
doth bear Witneſs with their Spirits, that 
FF they are the Children of God; and what 
Degree of Hope or Perſuaſion concerning 
tbeir Adoption this Witneſs of the Spirit 
doth ordinarily produce in the Faithful, 
upon this Text of the Apoſtle, Rom. viii. 
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| ver. 16. The Spirit beareth Witneſs with 
[/ our Spirit, that we are the Children of 


God. It is the Third Diſcourſe in his 
Third Volume. Read it, I ſay, over and 
cover; and digeſt it thoroughly in your 
Thoughts. I might in truth ſay the 
ſame of all his admirable Diſcourſes. 
There you will fee difficult Scriptures 
really interpreted and expounded; there 
vou will ſee the Difference between true 
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1 Doctrine and falſe, between ſound Di- 

I vinity and Enthuſiaſm ; between the 
it! deepeſt, yet cleareſt Learning, join'd with 
il dhe greateſt Humilicy, on the one have, 
3 and 
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and ignorant, illiterate Pride, and Confi- 
dence, on the other. 

The Doctrines they graft upon this 
wild Perſuaſion of their having and feel. 
ing the Spirit, are (like the Perſuaſion 
irlelf) falſe and pernicious. Such as 
theſe: No Man can be in a State of 
Salvation, without being ſure of it; and 
on the other hand, if he be ſure of it, 
he is certainly in it: Meaning by the 
Word ſure, moſt ſtrongly and thorough- 
ly perſuaded. This, I ſay, is both falſe, 
and pernicious. Falſe; Becauſe it makes 
the Reality of Things depend upon our 
Perſuaſion concerning them; than which 
nothing can be more ſenſeleſs and ab- 
ſurd : On the contrary, our Perſuaſion, 
if true, muſt be founded upon the 
Truth and Reality of Things. Pernicious; 
Becauſe here again we have Deſpair on 
the one hand, Preſumption on the o- 
ther. The former Part of this Doc- 
trine tends to plunge into Deſpair Thoſe 
who, whether with, or without Reaſon, 
have not this ſtrong Perſuaſion of their 
being in a State of Salvation; and the 
latter to confirm in the Height of Pre- 
ſumption Thoſe who, without Reaſon, 
bave it. The real Truth of the Matter 
is this. It is one thing to be certain- 
ly in a good State; and another thing 

to 


LS 
to be certain of it: Tho' between thoſe 
two very different things theſe falſe Spi- 
ritualiſts ſeem to make no Diſſinction. 
A Man may be in a State of Salvation, 
and yet by reaſon of Melancholy, Weak- 
neſs of Judgment, or even Modeſty and 
Humility, think he is not: On the con- 
trary, he may be in a very bad way; 
and yet by reaſon of a ſanguine Tem. 
per, Preſumption, Pride, or Enthuſiaſm, 
conceit himſelf to be in a very good one. 
Theſe People therefore may have the 
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} ſtrongeſt Perſuaſion of their being in the 
[| ſure Way to Heaven, and yet be far 
| i! | from it; nay the farther, upon the Account 
1 of that very Perſuaſion. And others may 
i i be, certa:nly, in the number of thoſe who 
1 ſhall be ſaved, yet be doubtful concern- 

Li. 


ing it, nay verily perſuaded of the con- 
trary. What Proof again have theſe 

Men for their confident Aſſertions? Why 
none at all; but, juſt as before, they 

are ſure, But I aſk once more, Why 

are they ſure? Upon what Grounds, 
what Evidence? There it all turns; 

that is the only Queſtion to the Pur- 
poſe: If That be not well anſwered, all 

the reſt is empty and inſignificant. And 
. yet, upon this groundleſs Confidence, 
1 how do they flatter and delude 7hem- 
1 ſelves; how judge and condemn others! 


1 Do 


„ EW 
Do you feel the Spirit within you? Are 
you feelingly ſure of your Salvation? The 
Anſwer being given in the Negative, as 
it well may, and yet thoſe who give it 
be very ſafe; the immediate Reply is, 
TuEN YOU ARE DAMN'D. Who can 
hear this without Horror and Deteſtati- 
on? Who can bear the audacious Pre- 
ſumption and Uncharitableneſs of theſe 
Wretches; thus, like Solomon's Mad-man, 
Prov. xxvi. 18. caſting their Firebrands, 
Arrows, and Death; and ſending to Hell 
(only becauſe they are not of Heir own 
frantick Perſuaſion) millions of Chriſtl- 
ans much better than themſelves ? 
I have ſtill ſomething to add con- 
cerning their pretended Aſiæance, or 
Certainty of their having the Spirit. 
This falſe Aſſurance may (and I hear 
does) produce very miſchievous Effects, 
different from, and even contrary to each 
other; according to the different Tem- 
bers of different Perſons. Some argue, 
that ſince they have received the Holy 
Ghoſt, every Sin they afterwards com- 
mit is a Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, and 
therefore unpardonable: So they are 
driven to Deſperation and Madneſs on 
that Side. Others, may imagine, as ſome 
have actually done, that ſince they have 
ine Holy Ghoſt, they cannot ſin at all; at 
TOE: leaſt 


| 48 
leaſt not ſo 415 to miſs of Salvation: 
Either the groſſeſt Immoralities, as Fornica- 
tion and Adultery, are in THEM 19 Sins: or, 
if they are; yet, having once the Spirit, 
being once regenerate, and born again, 
they cannot FINALLY fall away fromGrace, 
nor ceaſe to be the Children of God. 
This is reviving the old, exploded, and 
ſo often ſolidly confuted Doctrine of ab- 
ſolute certain Perſeverance, in the Rege- 
nerate: A Doctrine which, I verily be- 
lieve, has contributed more to the Ruin 
of Souls, than any other that can be 
well imagined, For 1ft, How does it 
appear that they are regenerate? Their 
p 6 Perſuafion without Proof will ne- 
ver prove it; as we have often had oc- 
caſion to obſerve, But 2dly, Suppoſing 
them to be ſo ; the Doctrine of abſolute 
certain Perſeverance even in the truly 
Regenerate is falſe again in itſelf, and 
pernicious in its Conſequences. 
aſt Falſe. Thou flandeſt by Faith, 
ſays the Apoſtle ; be not higb minded, 
but fear. Rom. xi. 20. Why ſhould he 
fear, if he ſtands, and is ſure not to fall! 
I know this Paſſage is thought by many 
to relate not to particular Perſons with 
regard to their eternal Salvation, but to 
whole Nations converted from Hea- 
nod theniſm, 
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theniſm, as compared with the People 
of the Jews, in reſpect of their once pe- 
culiar temporal Privileges: And indeed 
I am of the ſame Opinion myſelf. 
However, ſince thoſe who aflert abſo- 


lute indefectible Perſeverance in parti- 


cular Perſons interpret St. Paul's Diſ- 


_ courſe of Predeſtinating, Chooſing, Re- 


jecting, Standing and Falling, as relating 
to particular Perſons, and their ſpiritual 


State; the Argument will hold ad Ho- 


minem, according to their Expoſition; 
and I ſee not how they can evade it. 


In another place the ſame Apoſtle has 
theſe words: Let him that thinketh he 
landet, take heed leſt he fall. 1 Cor. 
x. 12. Now either he really ſtands, as 


well as thinks he does; or only thinks 
he ſtands, but really does not: If the 
latter, nothing need be ſaid to it: He 
is miſtaken even in thinking he ſtands, 
or is regenerate; and ſo can juſtly de- 


duce nothing from this Doctrine of 
abſolute Perſeverance, ſuppoſing it to 
be true. If the former; if he really 
ſtands, as well as thinks he does; yet 
it ſeems he may fall; otherwiſe, why 
ſhould he take Heed leſt he ſhould fall? 
St. Peter thus admoniſhes thoſe ro whom 
he writes: Give Diligence to make your | 
Calling and Election ſure, 2 Pet. i. 10. 
H Whatever 
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Election, Diligence, it ſeems, muſt be 


it is not ſure of z7/elf, St. Paul adviſes 


| 
if 
ip 


not excepted, to work out their Salva. 


ſhall live by Faith, Heb. x. 38. And if 


: - 2 . 5 — 
ds — n 4 1 4c egy 6 a — 
% he 


draw back, that God's Soul ſhall have 


ly be falls, and periſhes everlaſtingly. 


Erxgliſb Verſion, without the leaſt Sha- 
dow of Reaſon or Authority. It would 


State of Warfare; therefore of Danger 
mote or leſs; and that (ordinarily ſpeak- 
ing at leaſt) we cannot be ſure ot 


[50 ] 


Whatever be meant by Calling and 
employed to make it ſure; therefore 
all in general, the moſt regenerate 


tion with Fear and Trembling. Phil. ji. 
12. What Occaſion for Fear and 
Trembling, or even for working, if their 


Salvation be ſure already? The Fuſt 


he draw back, my Soul ſhall have 1» 
Pleaſure in bim. The Juſt then, he 
who lives by Faith (that is, fure the 
truly Regenerate) may draw back; ſo 


no Pleaſure in him: And if fo, certain- 


I cite the Paflage exactly according to 
the Truth of the Original: For thoſe 
Words [any Man] are added in our 


be endleſs to produce all the Texts 
to the ſame Purpoſe. It appears from 
the whole Tenor of the Goſpel, that 
the Chriſtian Life is a militant State, a 


* 


L 3r } 


Heaven, till we are in it, or juſt entering 
into it. 

The Defenders of this Doctrine in- 
deed alledge Texts of Scripture to ju- 
ſtify it: But their Arguments from them 
have been long ſince abundantly anſwer- 
ed by our learned Divines. I will pro- 
duce one of two of them, for a Specimen _ 
or Sample only. Our Saviour ſpeaking 
of Falſe Chriſts ſays, they ſhall ſhew 
Signs and Wonders ; inſomuch that, if it 
; were poſſible, they ſhall deceive the very 
Elect, Matth. xxiv. 24. From whence 
5 it is inferred, that the Elect cannot poſ- 
c 
0 


fibly be decerved, and conſequently not 
fall away. But iſt, Who are the Elect? 
If by chat Word be meant thoſe who 
are by God choſen to Salvation, yet is 
every one ſo, that fancies himſelf ſo? 
But in Truth, the Word Elect, both in 
Scripture, and the Writings of the pri- 
mitive Fathers, generally ar leaſt, means 
no more than Chriſtians, as diſtinguiſh- 
ed from Jews and“ Heathens. 2dly, If 

the Perſons here meant could not be de- 

ceived by falſe Miracles, yet they might fi- 

nally fall away by ſomething elſe. zdly, The 


* See Whitby on Mark xiii. 20. and other Com- 
mentatots. Ns 
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Words « dvyaroy, 7 poſſible, may very 
well relate to thoſe who ſhall endeavour 
to deceive, and may be rendered thus: 
They ſhall do all they poſhbly can to 
deceive thoſe there mentioned; which 
does not imply that thoſe Perſons can- 
not poſſibly be decerved. They argue 
farther from 1 John iii. 9. Whoſoever is 
born of God doth not commit Sin, for his 
Seed remaineth in bim; and he canmt 
commit Sin, becauſe he 1s born of God. 


But why muſt this prove, that he who 


is really born of God cannot finally fall 
away? Why may it not as well (or 
rather much berter, eſpecially fince fo 
many other Texts of Scripture aſſert 
the contrary Doctrine) be no more than 
an Explanation of the new Birth; de- 
claring wherein it conſiſts; at leaſt what 
is the certain Proof or Evidence of it. 


To be horn of God is not to commit 


Sin, 1. e. great and grievous Sin (for 
in many things we offend all. James iii. 
2.) And he who is ſo, does not, and 


cannot commit it, while he is ſo: Be- 


cauſe, while he is ſo, his Seed (i. e. 
the Grace, or Word of God) remain- 
eth in him. But does it therefore fol- 
low, that he cannot ſe it, when fo 
many plain Scriptures aſſure us that he 


L 53J 
may? The fewer and obfcurer Texts 
certainly ought to be interpreted by 
the greater Number, and the more 


plain and eaſy. But were Scripture ſilent 


in this matter; does not our own Reaſon 


tell us, that, with reſpect to the Health 
of his Soul, as well as of his Body, a 
Man may be in a good State at one 


time, and in a bad one at another? 


that the Grace of God may be abuſed? 
and that upon fuch Abuſe it may be 
withdrawn? What can be more obvious 
and rational than this? 3 

That the Doctrine we have been 


examining, if it be falſe, as I have 
ſhewn it to be, muft be pernicious, is 
plain of itſelf; For he who is firmly 


perſuaded that he is abſolutely ſafe, when 
he is in great Danger, muſt needs be 
in the more Danger upon the account 
of that very Perſuaſion. We ſurely 


want no Arguments to prove, that Se- 
curity in a State of War and Peril is 
of moſt deſiructive Conſequence. 


The Truth is, theſe extraordinary 


 Sprritualiſis, notwithſtanding their high 


Profeſſions, have in all Ages propagated 


Doctrines deſtructive of a holy Life- 


And their Practices too, notwithſtand- 


ing their Pretences to the greateſt Ri- 
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may have @ Form of Godlineſs : He is 


11 


gour, Strictneſs, and Severity, at their 


firſt ſetting out, have at laſt been groſly 


and ſcandalouſly immoral. Nor is this 
at all ſtrange: When once Men have 
forſaken the via regia, the King's High- 


way to Heaven, as plainly marked out 


in Holy Scripture; deſerted the ſtand- 


ing Rules and Orders of an excellently 


conſtituted Church, as ours is, and ran 
Into ſuch wild Vagaries as have been 


often ſeen, and now are ſeen; God 
only knows where they will ſtop: 
They may be fo far given up to the 
Spirit of Deluſion, as to run into the 
greateſt Exceſs of Riot. The Montaniſts 
of old, and the German Anabap- 


fiſts, about 240 Years ſince, are In- 


ſtances of this; to omit others, both 
ancient and modern. It appears from 


Hiſtory and Experience, that the Gra- 


dation has been uſually this: Righteous 


over-much in Practice —— Righteous 


 over-much in Practice and Doctrine 
Immoral and Profiigate in Both: And 


this fill with a Continuation of the 
Pretences to an extraordinary Meaſure 


of the Holy Spirit. It is evident 


from that of the Apoſtle, 2 Tim. iii. 
2, 37 4, F. That the worſt of Men 


by 


L 38 }. 


by very learned Writers ſuppoſed to re- 


fle& particularly upon that filthy Sect 


the Gnofticks; who wallowed in all 


manner of Vice and Wickedneſs, and 
even taught for Doctrines the moſt 


deteſtable Impurities. Whether St. Paul 


in that Place means Them, or no; cer- 
tain it is, the Founder of their Sect, Simon 
Magus, was a moſt lewd Wretch both 
in Practice and Doctrine; and yet was 
called the great Power of God. Our 
preſent Pretenders to Saintſhip have 
among them (it is notorious) Women 
of a moſt infamous and proſtitute Cha- 
rater: And they ſay, it ſeems, that by 
joining with Them, from being great 
Sinners they become Saints; all being 
ſuch who are of their Way, and all 
others Reprobate. This is generally 
the impudent and unchriſtian Aſſertion 


of Seducers and falſe Teachers; as of 


the Novatians and Donati/ts of old, of 


the Papiſts now; and of moſt Here- 
ticks, Schiſmaticks, and Enthuſiaſts, 


both ancient and modern. It is com- 
monly reported, that Thoſe, with whom 


| We have now to do, maintain other 


„ Tenets utterly deſtructive of Chriſtian 


Piety. I do not affirm this, becauſe 
HH cannot ſtrictly prove it But I have 


heard 
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heard it affirmed by many. This 1 
am ſure of, it is likely to be true; 
becauſe, ſince they are Revivers of An- 
tinomianiſin, in the Doctrines I have 
above conſidered, it is highly probable 
they are ſo in others, tho' perhaps 
not in all. And of the Antinomian 
Syſtem in the main take the ſhore 
Account which follows. They were 
* ſo called, for rejecting the Law as 
* of no Uſe under the Goſpel. They 
« ſay that good Works do not further, 
cc nor evil Works hinder Salvation: That 
« the Child of God cannot fin; that 
« God never chaſtiſeth them, nor pu- 

e niſheth any Land for its Sin: That 
« Murder, Adultery, Drunkenneſs, &c. 
de are Sins in the Wicked, but not in 
ce them: That the Child of Grace, be- 
e ing once aſſured of Salvation, never 
« doubteth afterwards: That no Man 
« ſhould be troubled in Conſcience for 
« Sin: That no Chriſtian ſhould be 
&« exhorted to perform the Duties of 
« Chriſtianity : That an Hypocrite may 
<« have all the Graces that were in 
ce Adam before the Fall: That Chriſt 


« is the only Subject of all Grace: 
* That no Chriſtian believeth, or work- 
eth any good, but Chriſt only be- 


„ lieveth 


1 

« ſieveth and worketh; that God doth 
« not love any Man for his Holineſs ; 
« that Sanctification is no Evidence of 
« juſtification, &c x. eee 
have not Time fo much as to men- 
tion many other Particulars which oc- 
cur to my Thoughts: But one more, not 
yet mentioned, muſt by no means be 
entirely omitted. We have heard of 
Field-Conventicles in Scotland among the 
Enthuſiaſts of that Couutry : which yet, 

1 think, were here always ſuppreſſed by 
the Authority of Church, or State, or 
both. We have in former Times had 
ſomething of this Nature in England, as 
practiſed by Browniſts, Anabapriſts, Qua- 
wa Ranters, or ſuch like. But for a 
Clergyman of the Church off England to 
pray, and preach, in the Fields in the 
Country, or in the Streets in the City, 
is perfectly new, never heard of before; 
a freſh Honour to the bleſſed Age, in 
which Ye have the Happineſs to live. 
To pray, preach, and ſing Pſalms, in 
the Streets and Fields, is worſe, if poſ- 
ſible, than intruding into Pulpits by 


Collier's Dictionary; under the Article . 
2. See alſo Bp. Bull's Sermons, Vol. I. p. 12, 13, 
JFF e | 


5 I downright 


[33] 
downright Violence, and Breach of the 
Peace; and then denying the plain Fact 
with the moſt infamous Prevarication *. 
I could ſay much here; but am quite 
aſhamed to ſpeak upon a Subject, which 
is a Shame and Reproach, not only to 
our Church and Country, but to human 
Nature itſelf, I will only add ſome 
ſhort Queries: Can it promote the Chriſ- 
tian Religion, to turn it into Riot, Tu— 
mult, and Confuſion ? To make it ridi- 
culous and contemptible; and expoſe it 
to the Scorn and Scoffs of Infidels, and 
Atheiſts? St. Paul commands that all 
Things (in the Publick Service and Wor- 
ſhip of God) be done decently, and in 
order. Is this decent and orderly? If 
it be alledged (as I think it is) that 
Chriſt, and his Apoſtles, prayed and 
| preached in the Fields, on Mountains, 
on the Sea-Shore, &c. I ask, have theſe 
Creatures the ſame Spirit and Power 
that they had? They ſtem to ſay they 
have indeed: But if they directlh ſay 
ſo, do they not blaſpheme ? Do they work 
Miracles, as our Saviour and his Apoſtles 
did? Or give the /eaſt Proof of the Spi- 
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49 1] 
ric they pretend to? Is Chriſtianity now 
in its Infancy, as it was then? Was the 
Church then eſtabliſhed, as it is now ? 
Are we now to be converted to Chriſtianity 


from Judaiſm or Heatheniſm, as People 


were in thoſe Days? Or if we were; are 


ſuch falſe and ſpurious Apoſtles as theſe 


able to convert us? I might here very 


properly urge the Canons ® of the Church 


of England; and (if I miſtake not) the 
Laws of the Civil State. But the Thing, 
tho' deteſtable, and of moſt pernicious 
Tendency, is, in another View, too con- 


temptible to be longer infiſted upon. It 


would likewiſe be endleſs, as well as 
nauſeous, to make Reflections, tho' ne- 


ver ſo juſt, upon that Rhapſody of Mad- 


neſs, Spiritual Pride, and little leſs than 


Blaſphemy, if not quite ſo; which this 


Tield- Preacher calls his Journal: And 
ſo J ſay no more of it; but ſhall con- 
clude all with ſome Obſervations upon 
others, and ſome Application to our- 
ſelves. As to the former; let it be ob- 
ſerved, das 


Iſt, That this Error of being righte- 


ous over-much (like other Errors) pro- 


ceeds from conſidering only one Side of 


® See Canon LXXII and LAXI1L. OLD 
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9 
Things; and not taking in the whole Com- 
paſs of an Argument or Subject. Did 
we duly reflect upon both Extremes, we 


ſhould never fall into either of them. 
What! ſays the Halſ-Thinker, is not 
| Charity to the Poor a moſt excellent 
thing? And can I be 70 charitable ? 


Can I therefore beſtow 70 much upon 
the Poor? I anſwer; Would you con- 
fider the other fide, you would perceive, 


that tho' you cannot be too charitable, 


yet you may beſtow too much upon the 
Poor, to the Ruin of your Wife and 


Children; which 1s not Charity, but 


Madneſs, and a great and moſt grievous Six. 
Did you never hear of that common 
and very true (tho' often indeed mil- 
apply'd) Saying, Charity begins at Home? 
Or, to urge a much better Authority 
than a vulgar Proverb; Did you never 


read that of St. Paul, 1 Tim. v. 8. If 


any provide not for his own, and ſpecialh 


thoſe of his own Houſe ; he hath deny d 


the Faith, and is worſe than an Infidel ? 
The ſame Half-Thinker proceeds: Can 
I pray too much, when the Apoſtle 


ſays Pray without ceaſing? I anſwer, 


Yes, you may: For the ſame God who 


gave us Scripture, gave us common Senſe: 


Which tells us that thoſe Words can 
7 | 4 ot | mean 


| Cauſe it is ſe/f-evident as a firſt Principle; 


that 


[- 62-1] 


mean no more, than being always in an 
habitual State of praying, and atFually 


praying both in publick and private, fre- 


you and conſtantly; not ſpending all 
[1 


our Time in it, no nor the greateſt Part 


ol it, nor any Thing like it: Becauſe, if 


we ſhould, we could not do the Buſineſs 
of our ordinary Callings, nor perform 


many other even Chriſtian Duties ( Mtrictihy 


ſuch) which our Religion as much re- 
quires of us, as Prayer itſelf. And ſo 
of the reſt. 


24ly. It is to be obſerved, that a great 


part of what has been faid in this Diſ- 
courſe is applicable not only to our new 


Entbuſiaſts, but to thoſe of longer Stand- 


ing; as the Quarers, (one of the moſt 


pe gilent Sets that ever infeſted the 


Chriſtian Church) the Anabaptiſts, many 


of whom, among the ignorant Country 


People ar leaſt, are perfect Enthuſiaſts ; 
and, perhaps, ſome others. All their 
Doctrine turns upon ſtrange unaccounta- 


ble Notions about the Shirit and inward 


Lights; by which they know not what 
they mean, and which they confidently 


afert without any Sort of Proof. The 


| Quakers, in particular, tell us that che 


Light within them admits of no Proof, be- 
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[ 62 ] 
that is, they are ſure, becauſe they are 
fare ; they ſee, and feel, and bear inward. 
ly; the Folly and Infatuation of which 
I chink I have ſufficiently, tho' briefly, 
expoſed, 
34ly. Obſerve the ſtrange Inconſitency 
and Self-Contradiftion of theſe Enthyjj.- 
 aſis, They pretend to extraordinary 
Strictneſs in Practice; yet teach Doc. 
trines utterly ſubverſive of common Mo- 
rality. I have proved this; and there- 
fore may be allow'd to affirm it. How- 
ever, they talk much of the Comforts 
they feel within them ; the Preſence of 
God with them ; their Enlargements in 
Devotion; and ſuch like. But may not 
all this, which they imagine to be the 
Tilapſe of the beſt Spirit, be really the 
Delufion of the worſt? Nay, is it not 
certainly ſo ; if their Doctrines and Prac- 
_ rices are contrary to the Goſpel, as I have 
 ſhewn them to be? Whatever may be 
thought by ſome of the Quakers in par- 
ticular ; Thoſe who are well acquainted 
with theſe Matters are, I believe, pret- 
ty well ſatisfy'd, that, tho' they began 
with being righteous over-much, and 
acted in a wild Manner under Pretence 
of extraordinary Sanctity; yet they are 
at preſent not overladen with Religi- 
* e 1 


F 


en, not altogether ſpiritual; but have 
ö + leaſt very near as much Regard 
Vo orld, as for the next. As to 
our new Enthufraſts ; it they go on in their 
we may expect in a ſhort Time 
ear them revive the old profane ri- 
2 icalous Jargon of being Godded with 
fi Cod, and Chrifted with Chriſt; of In- 
dwellings, Outgoings, being carried out in 
Duty (ſuch was the Cant in thoſe Times, 
now, belike, tis Enlargements ) of reſting, 
Hing, rolling upon Chriſt ; with many 
other uncouth Phraſes; which muſt needs 
be diſguſtful to every ſober Chriſtian. 
4thly. It is very obſervable that the 
Righteous over-much, the Enthuſiaſts and 
e Spiritualiſts have, in all Ages, hated 
| the eftabliſh'd Church and Clergy ; of late 
Years, and here in England, particularly: 
Which I think is much to the Honour of 
the Church and Clergy. They may ap- 
ply to themſelves with Regard to God 
and Religion, what Cicero ſaid of himſelf 
with Regard to the Common-Wealth of 
Rome ; That all who are Enemies to God 
and Religion are Enemies to them like= 
wiſe. What envenomed Arrows have 
been ſhot againſt us by the Lewd and 
Debauch'd, the Ungodly and Profane, 
the Infidels and Atheiſts, is ſufficiently 
R known; 
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known: And it is as well known that 
| the Pretenders to extraordinary Holineſs 
falſe Prophets, aad Enthuſiaſts of all Kinds, 
have given abundant Proof of their I. 
will to us, and our Sion. To paſs over 
the inveterate Malice of the 2yaters; the 
pretended Prophets about thirty Years 
ago, in their Effuſions of blaſphemous 
Nonſenſe, which they call'd Warning, 
utter d the moſt virulent Invectives a- 
gainſt the Clergy in general: Our pre- 
ſent Enthufjaſts, it is ſaid, do the ſame; 
and none more, than thoſe who are Cler- 
gymen tbemſelves. What Sort of Clergy- 
men, or even Men they are, let the World 
judge. The Reaſon why all the Enemies 
of the Chriſtian Religion among us, how. 
ever they may differ in other Reſpects, 
do yet, by the Devil's Policy, and their 
own Inclinations, unite in one Body 
againſt the eſ7abliſb'd Church and Clergy, 
is this very plain one; becauſe the e//a- 
Bliſh'd Church is the Fortreſs, the ſtrong 
Hold of the Chriſtian Religion; and the 

Clergy the Garriſon, or Soldiers that dt. 
A 
HFaving made theſe Obſervations upon 

Others, let us in the next Place make 


ſome Application to Ourſelves. 
| . For 


— 


, 
I. Firſt, then, let us grieve and mourn 


for all deluded and deluding Perſons; be- 
ſeeching God to give them a right Un- 


derſtanding in all Things relating to their 
_ eternal Happineſs. 


II. Conſidering that to the Prevalency 


of Immorality and Profaneneſs, Infide- 


lity and Atheiſm, is now added the Peſt 
of Entbuſiaſm; our Proſpect, it muſt be 
own'd, is very ſad and melancholy. Let 


us mourn and pray, and cry mrghtily to 


God; but not be dejected, or deſpond. 
Let us all, in our ſeveral Stations, with 
prudent Activity, and a Zeal according to 
Knowledge, join our Endeavours to ſtop 
the Growth of all theſe Miſchiefs ; and 
then with entire Reſignation leave the E- 


vent to God, Hypocriſy and Enthuſiaſm are 


no new Things: Theſe Ignes Fatui, theſe 


glaring Meteors, have often appear'd in 


this Nation: But they have ſoon diſap- 
pear d; and 'tis to be hoped they will 


do ſo now. Popular Madneſs, like a ſud- 


den Land- Flad, may run high for a 
Time; but ſeldom laſts long. True it is 


indeed, tho” the Ignis Fatuus ſoon diſap- 
pears; it may draw People into Ponds or 


Ditches, before it does ſo: And the Land- 
Flood, tho' not laſting long, may deluge 


@ Country, and do infinite Miſchief, before 


it runs off. The Caſe is exactly the ſame 
5 8 | here ; 
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66 
here; and, in my humble Opinion, might 
deſerve the Conſideration of Some, whom 
I will not preſume to mention. There- 
III. Go not after theſe Impoſtors, and 
Seducers ; but ſhun them as you would 
the Plague. Having a Form of Godlineſ; ; 
but denying the Power thereof : From ſuch 
turn away, fays the Apoſtle 2 Tim. iii. 
5. Many, I doubt not, follow them out 
of mere Curioſity ; but tis a vicious Curio. 
ſity : Tis fnful ; becauſe it is partaking 
of other Men's Sins, ( 1 Tim. v. 22.) by 
giving Countenance and Encouragement | 
to them, however undefignedly. But how 
many more, tho greatly deſpiſing both 


their Perſons and their Doctrines, yet run 


after them; that they may /eem to in- 
creaſe the Number of their Diſciples, and 
ſo give them Credit and Reputation, 


with a real form'd Deſign, to help for- 


ward the Miſchief they are doing! Theſe 
are the Enemies of our Religion, and 


Church, of every Denomination ; among 


whom, the Papisrs you may be ſure, are 
neither the leaſt induſtrious, nor the leaſt 
delighted: Theſe Proteſtant Enthufguſts, 


with all Proteflant Hereticks, Schiſmaticks, 


and falſe Teachers, on the one Hand, and 


the Pree-thinkers, I. nfidels, Deiſts, and 


3 = Atheiſis 


1 5 
Atheiſts on the other, are doing THEIR 
Vork for them, to their Hearts Deſire. 

IV. Laſtly, let us make ſo good a Uſe 
of the Exceſſes we have been conſidering; 
as by them to be put in Mind of our own 


Defects. To omit the groſſer Immorali- 


ties, with which this profligate Age 


abounds, and concerning which the Caſe : 


is ſo plain ; how many are there, who, 
tho' thought by themſelves and others, 
to be good Chriſtians, are yet far from 
being ſo! How many who never, or at 
leaſt but ſeldom, receive the bleſſed Sa- 
crament ; tho' tis the indiſpenſable Duty 
of every Chriſtian to receive it frequent- 
ly! Who negle& private Prayer; tho' 
without the frequent and conſtant Per- 
formance of that Duty, tis impoſſible to 
enter into the Kingdom of Heaven! 
Who might come to Church on Wert- 


days, as well as Sundays, if they would; 


yet do not, tho they have nothing elſe to 
do! How many, who, tho' they are not 
Drunkards commonly ſo call'd are yer 
intemperate in Drinking ! Who allow 
themſelves in unlawful Diverſions, or are 
immoderate in lawful ones! Who, tho' 
not guilty of any ſcandalous Crime, in 
common Eſtimation, are yet carnal, ſen- 
ſual, worldly-minded, and Lovers of 
Pleaſure more than Lovers of God ! How 
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E 
many, who, being very rich, imagine 
they are charitable, if they now and then 
give a ſmall Piece of Money to the Poor; 
when they ought to give largely and li- 
berally |! - Who, under Pretence of pro- 
widing for their Families, are ſhamefully 
covetous, and obſerved to be fo by every 
Body but themſelves ! A dangerous Delu- 
fon this laſt; and very often, I fear, a 
fatal one. I might mention numerous 
Inſtances more; which, together with 
theſe now mention'd, you, to whom I 
have ſo long miniſter'd, know, and are 
my Witneſſes, I have often, and with 
the greateſt Earneſtneſs inſiſted upon. 
So far have I been from relaxing the 
real Obligations of our holy Religion; 
that, perhaps, I have been thought by 
Some to be too rigid and ſevere: Tho”, 
to the beſt of my Judgment and Under- 
ſtanding, I have not err'd on either Ex- 
treme; but have with all Faithfulneſs 
repreſented to you the true Will of God, 
as reveal'd in the ſacred Scriptures. And 
the reſt of the Clergy, moſt of them at 
leaſt, can, I am confident, truly fay 
the ſame of themſelves. I ſhould not 
have ſaid ſo much upon this Article; 
did not the Calumnies and lying Slanders 
caſt upon us by our Enemies, (tho 
Clergymen themſelves ) theſe proud Pla- 
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| riſaic al Enthuſiaſts, render it very pro- 


per, if not. quite neceſſary. Far be it 
from us (as it ever has been) to preach 


ſmmooth Things to pleaſe Men; to diſſemble 
the real Terrors of the Lord; or in any 
wiſe to handle his Word deceitfully, How 
often do we tell you ( nay, what elſe, al- 


moſt, do we tell you?) that without Faith 
and a good Life, you will undoubtedly pe- 
riſh everlaſtingly? What is a good Life, 


is indeed the Queſtion :. In that our great 
Buſineſs is to inſtruct you. It is, in 


ſhort, living up to the ſtricteſt (J ſay the 
Atricteſt) Precepts of the Goſpel really 


ſuch; but by no Means going beyond tbem. 

However, as I faid, let the Exceſſes of 

Others remind us of our own Deficiencies; M4 
as that we may thoroughly and effectu- 


ally reform them. Let us earneſtly 
beſeech God to ſend forth his Light and 
bis Truth; that we may all fully diſco- 
ver theſe Depths of Satan, this Myſtery 
of Iniquity, upon which we have been 
diſcourſing: But let us not, to avoid En- 


thufiaſm, fall into Coldneſs, or Lukewarm- 


neſs in Religion; nor be too little righ- 
_ for Fear of being righteous over- 


. 
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